
FOREST PROTECTION IS CRITICAL FOR EFFECTIVE CLIMATE POLICY
While logging has long been deeply unpopular with Victorians, growing concern about the implications of 
the ongoing destruction of our forest carbon stores and sequestration systems means that, for any climate 
policy to be taken seriously, forest protection must be a principal component.  
Protecting forests is recognised by the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) as critical to 
avoiding escalating climate impacts and mitigating impacts already locked in. In brief:

• The IPCC states that in the next eight years, rapid deep and immediate cuts in emissions are needed 
to avoid  irreversible ecosystem loss and tipping points, and escalating and more frequent weather and 
climate extremes1 - and that the sequestration and storage of carbon in forests is critical as emissions 
reduction alone is now insufficient to avoid these impacts.2

• Forests are one of the world’s most carbon dense ecosystems and Victoria’s forests are some of the 
world’s most carbon dense forests.

• Ending native logging in Australia would reduce total greenhouse gas emissions by 24%.3

• Ending logging would avoid further emissions from post-logging burns across thousands of hectares of 
forest each year where 60% of logged trees are left in the coupe and burnt as waste “slash” (see image 
above: a logging coupe in the Rubicon Valley in Victoria’s Central Highlands, post logging-burn)4 

VICTORIANS WANT NATIVE FORESTS PROTECTED AND WILL VOTE ACCORDINGLY
Forest protection was a principal issue in the 2018 Victorian state election5 with swings going towards 
candidates who were vocal on forest protection – and where the forest campaign supported those 
candidates - in marginal seats such as Brunswick, Northcote, Richmond and Prahran. Independent polling 
results have shown:

• 92% of Victorians think that state forests should be places for wildlife, trees and nature to be protected; 
recreation activities; commercial tourism and safely storing carbon – not logging.6

• 75% of respondents in marginal city seats (Richmond, Prahran and Bentleigh) think Labor is not doing 
enough to protect forests; 62% of undecided voters are more likely to vote for a candidate who supports 
forest protection.

• Even in regional communities, 65% of Victorians think logging is “unacceptable”.

1 IPCC Working Group III, Mitigation of Climate Change (2022)
2 IPCC Special Report: Global Warming of ºC (2018)
3 The Australian National University, Green Carbon – The role of natural forests in carbon storage (2008)
4 The Australian National University, Logged native forests mostly end up in landfill, not in buildings and furniture (2019)
5 The Guardian, The Victorian election roundup: how logging policy could fell Labor (2 Nov 2018)
6 ReachTEL polling (2016)
7 ReachTEL polling (2018)
8 ABC Gippsland, Native forest logging support low in regional Australia, leaked report shows (9 Dec 2018)



ENDING LOGGING IS CRITICAL TO FIRST NATIONS RIGHTS 
AND CLIMATE JUSTICE
First Nations people will be disproportionately affected and are already 
experiencing existential threats from climate change – yet are excluded from 
leadership roles in climate discussions.9  In Victoria, Elders and Traditional 
Owners are protesting logging and fighting to protect forests, totems and 
culture across the entire state.

In 2019, eleven Elders and Traditional Owners wrote to Premier Daniel 
Andrews, seven Ministers and the CEO of state logging agency VicForests 
stating, “we never gave permission to VicForests to destroy our precious 
forests and the cultural heritage contained within them,” and that continued 
logging until 2030 “is outrageous and offensive to us... We refuse this and 
demand an immediate stop on logging our Country”. 

First Nations people have protected Country for at least 60,000 years and 
have extensive knowledge on adapting to a changing climate. Returning care 
of Country to Traditional Owners is critical to addressing the injustice and 
dispossession of colonisation and mitigating catastrophic climate impacts.

Top: Gunaikurnai Traditional Owners protesting logging in Lakes Entrance 2020. Bottom: three generations 
of Bidewell-Maap Traditional Owners in Bidewell Reserve where they were trying to prevent scheduled 
logging 2021.

LOGGING INCREASES AND ACCELERATES CLIMATE IMPACTS
Increased heatwaves, droughts and floods are already driving mass mortalities of flora and fauna, creating 
cascading impacts and exposing millions of people to acute food and water insecurity.10 

The IPCC (2022) states that safeguarding and strengthening biodiversity and ecosystems is fundamental 
to securing a liveable future and depends on effective and equitable conservation of approximately 30% to 
50% of Earth’s land, freshwater and ocean areas.11  Healthy ecosystems are more resilient and provide life-
critical services such as food and clean water. 

In relation to Victoria’s forests, logging is increasing and accelerating climate impacts by:

• Reducing the water in Melbourne’s catchment by 15,000 megalitres a 
year (equivalent to the amount used by 250,000 people).12

• Increasing the risk of more severe bushfires with forest canopy damage 
by fire increased by 5 to 20%.13

• Amplifying the impacts of floods and droughts by decreasing the 
landscape’s ability to absorb and retain water. 

• Increasing local temperature due to lack of canopy shading and 
evapotranspiration.

• Decreasing the ability of wildlife to adapt to changing climate through 
eradication and fragmentation of habitat.

• Pushing forests towards total ecosystem collapse with arboreal forest 
species already in rapid decline, such as the critically endangered 
Leadbeater’s Possum (80% decline) and the endangered Greater 
Glider (>50% decline with 90 to 100% decline in some areas where 
previously common).14

9 The Conversation, Indigenous peoples across the globe are uniquely equipped to deal with the climate crisis (2022)
10 IPCC Working Group II, Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability (2022)
11 IPCC Working Group II, Climate Change 2022: Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability (2022)
12 Science of Total Environment, Modelling water yields in response to logging and Representative Climate Futures (2018)
13 Nature Ecology & Evolution, Logging elevated the probability of high-severity fire in the 2019–20 Aus.  forest fires (2022)
14 Australian Government Conservation Advice for Gymnobelideus leadbeateri and Petauroides volans

Greater Glider (photo: Josh Bowell)



LOGGING IS NOT RENEWABLE OR SUSTAINABLE
Despite the best efforts of the industry to convince the public otherwise, logging is not sustainable and 
native forests are not a renewable resource. This is evidenced by the fact that VicForests have failed to 
achieve  Forest Stewardship Council certification despite three attempts over the last decade. Logging is 
destroying our forest ecosystems. In brief: 

• 66% of Victoria’s native vegetation has already been lost to land clearing.
• Less than 1.1% of old growth Mountain Ash forest – critical arboreal wildlife habitat – remains.15 The 

International Union for Conservation of Nature has listed Mountain Ash forests as critically endangered.
• 86% of logged native forest goes to landfill after a short life as paper, packaging and pallets.16

• 30% of all logged forests and 50% of logged Mountain Ash forests fail to grow back after logging, 
instead becoming paddocks of weeds and blackberries or dense fire prone stands of a single species.17

• Forests that do grow back have a vastly altered structure to the original forest ecosystem. 
• Forest species listed as threatened and endangered.
• As stated above, our forest ecosystems are already in a state of collapse and logging is accelerating this 

process and pushing forest species towards extinction. Logging is listed as a threatening process under 
• Victoria’s Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act, however habitat for threatened species continues to be 

logged even when those species are detected inside logging coupes.

15 PNAS, Newly discovered landscape traps produce regime shifts in wet forests (2011)
16 The Australian National University, Logged native forests mostly end up in landfill, not in buildings and furniture (2019)
17 Blakers, After the Logging – failing to regenerate Victoria’s forests (2022)

Forest logged up to 2016 (red) and forest scheduled for logging 2016 - 2018 (yellow) in the Central Highlands (left) and East Gippsland (right)

Left: Typical Mt Ash forest scheduled for logging. Right: Mt Delusion coupe 7715070001 Alpine Ash forest logged 2016 failing to regenerate.



MUCH OF VICTORIA’S LOGGING IS ILLEGAL AND REGULATIONS ARE BEING ERODED
The logging industry is the only industry exempt from federal environment laws (the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999) that aim to protect threatened species. Victorian logging is 
purported to be regulated by the Code of Practice for Timber Production 2014.

However, between 2009 and 2017 more than 300 reports of breaches of the Code were submitted to the 
forest regulator within the Victorian Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning (DELWP) and 
not a single breach was prosecuted.18

• In 2019, a government commissioned independent report into DELWP’s failure to monitor or regulate 
logging found that they had “neither the capability or capacity to achieve its objectives”.19

• There are currently eight active court cases in which local community groups are prosecuting the 
Victorian government’s logging agency VicForests for illegal logging.

• In response to illegal logging, the Victorian government has repeatedly changed the Timber Production 
Code to make it harder for communities to take legal action against VicForests and effectively making 
illegal logging legal.

• In response to local communities surveying for threatened species, monitoring logging and/or protesting 
inside logging coupes, the Victorian government is enacting laws that threaten community members 
with a $21,000 fine or 12 months in jail.

• For example, when Australian National University exposed illegal logging of 231 hectares of steep 
slopes in Melbourne’s water catchment,20 the Victorian government changed the Code to allow

• logging on steep slopes.

18 Goongerah Environment Centre, Lawless Logging: an investigation into breaches of the regulatory framework (2017)
19 Brockington, Finegan and Rozen, Independent Review of Timber Harvesting Regulation (2019)
20 ABC, Concern for Melbourne’s drinking water after scientists allege illegal logging (2019)

Top: Illegal rainforest logging, East Gippsland. Left: ABC News drone footage of illegal logging of steep slopes inside Melbourne’s a water 
catchment. Centre: illegal logging of threatened species habitat Pikes Hill, East Gippsland. Right: illegal logging of Cool Temperate Rainforest in 
Hensliegh Creek, East Gippsland.



LOGGING IS A DEAD ECONOMIC LOSS FOR VICTORIA
Despite being allowed to log our forests for free, the logging industry is not profitable and now Victorians are 
paying for forests to be logged.

• In 2021 VicForests posted a loss of $23 million if government grants of $18 million are excluded from 
profits; in 2020 they posted a $7.4 million loss.

• In comparison, nature-based outdoor activities add $6.2 billion per year to Victoria’s economy, 
supporting 71,000 jobs, or 2% of Victoria’s total workforce.21

• Ending logging in 2020 rather than 2030 would save $192 million of taxpayers’ funds.22

• This figure does not take into account the huge economic value of ecosystem services (such as water 
yields, carbon storage, honey production, nature based tourism) that are lost when logging destroys the 
forest ecosystem.

• An investment of $5 million is needed to create a single native logging job, compared to $574,000 for 
non-native logging and $222,000 for food, accommodation and services jobs.23

• Return on investment per dollar spent is 14 cents for the native logging industry compared to $1.92 for 
the food and accommodation sector and $1.72 for other services24 demonstrating that services and 
tourism are of far greater economic benefit to regional towns than logging.

21 Outdoors Victoria, Victoria’s 
Nature Based Outdoor Economy 
(2016)
22 The Guardian, Ending logging in 
Victoria now would save taxpayers 
$192m, budget office estimates 
(2020)
23 PriceWaterhouseCoopers - 
Rethinking Victoria’s Approach to 
Forestry (2016)
24 As above

Top: An entire landscape consisting 
of fresh logging coupes, forest 
that has failed to regenerate after 
logging and forest that has grown 
back as dense monoculture of highly 
flammable trees. Right: Before 
and after of logging in Kuark, East 
Gippsland.



BROKEN PROMISES
The Victorian government has promised to protect native forests and their threatened wildlife time and 
again, has repeatedly failed to fulfil these promises and continues to erode logging regulations. Just some 
of these broken promises are:

• In the lead up to the 2014 election, Labor 
promised a new national park for the Central 
Highlands. Four days before the election Labor 
stated the decision would be handed over 
to a taskforce comprising logging industry, 
Construction Forestry Mining and Energy Union 
(CFMEU) and community environment group 
representatives.25

• After more than a year of deliberation, industry 
and union abandoned the process.

• In November 2019 Labor promised to ban logging 
in old growth forest, however logging continues 
in old growth forest and requests for mapping of 
the 90,000 ha of protected forest announced have 
never been fulfilled.26

• In 2021 Labor announced new national parks for 
forests in Victoria’s west. Since then logging has 
continued and over 170 new logging coupes have 
been added to the proposed Wombat-Lerderderg 
national park.

Right: VicForests logging operations map for “Up Downies” and “Sun 
Downies” coupes showing an abundance of Greater Gliders (labelled gold 
stars). Logging goes ahead despite these recorded wildlife detections.

Below: Old growth forest in Swifts Creek, East Gippsland logged Feb 
2022. (photo: Lisa Roberts)

25 The Age, State election 2014: Labor’s environment policies revealed (2014)
26 Goongerah Environment Centre, Victorian government breaks old growth forest promise (2022)



PROTECTION OF NATIVE FORESTS IS LONG OVERDUE - LOGGING MUST END NOW
The Victorian government has stated that logging will be banned in Victoria in 2030 with a decrease in 
area logged beginning in 2024. The science tells us that our forests are already shockingly over-logged, 
are suffering escalating climate impacts, are in a state of collapse and must be protected and rehabilitated 
now. The IPCC tells us that protecting forests now is critical to avoiding catastrophic and irreversible climate 
impacts and mitigating impacts already locked in. 

The 2019-2020 fire season alone severely impacted 1.25 million hectares of East Gippsland’s forests, yet 
logging continues in recovering burnt forest and the last unburnt refuges.27 More than 200 flora species 
have had 50 to 100% of their extent affected by the fires and 20 fauna species have 50 to 80% of their 
distribution within the fire extent.28 

Our forests and their wildlife and flora are already on the brink. Logging native forests for paper and low 
grade wood products should have ended decades ago. Continued logging in a climate and extinction crisis 
is senseless and criminally irresponsible. It puts the lives of Victorians at risk.

The Victorian Forest Alliance is calling for the immediate end to logging in Victoria’s native forests, in line 
with the science and the wishes of First Nations Elders and Traditional Owners.

The Alliance encourages candidates and climate groups to make an immediate end to logging a principal 
part of their climate policy and will champion and support those who do. The Alliance will also support 
candidates and groups who call for no new logging contracts to be signed and an end to logging by Jan 
2024 at the latest.

27 Victorian National Parks Association, After the fires – protecting our forest refuges (2021)
28 Victorian State Government Department of Environment, Land, Water and Planning, Victoria’s bushfire emergency: biodiversity response and 
recovery (2020)

Top left: Kuark Forest after unprecedented 2019-2020 bushfires that burnt 1.25 million hectares of forest in East Gippsland alone including ancient 
rainforest gullies that had never burnt before. Top right: Kuark before the fires. Below: Severely burnt forest as far as the eye can see following 
unprecedented bushfires in East Gippsland. 


