THE SURVEY GUIDE

Thank you for taking the time to support stronger protection for Boroondara’s trees in the
form of overlays.

It is important that Council receives as many responses as possible from Boroondara
residents in support of stronger tree protections. Please respond before the 25 September
and feel free to share this guide with other Boroondara residents who support stronger
tree protections.

This guide is developed in conjunction with Dr Greg Moore and Dr Judy Bush of the
University of Melbourne who know Boroondara well having presented at Lighter Footprints
urban tree events in 2022 and 2025.

Your use of this guide will ensure Council receives consistent and positive responses in
favour of the overlays.

How to use this guide

1. Go to https://yoursay.boroondara.vic.gov.au/protecting-trees
2. If you have an account, choose “Log in” (top right), but if you do not have an
account, choose “Join” (top right) and complete the form.
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3. Scroll down to “Share your thoughts ...” and click on “Complete survey” —
4. Answer each survey question using the preferred response guide below
5. Make your you click on “Submit”

NOTE: If you are short of time, select the “Complete a quick poll” but still use the guide
below.

SURVEY GUIDE
Section 1: Your views on protecting trees

1. Which statement best describes your views? Select one. PLEASE CHOOSE D*

A. Owners should be able to remove any trees from their block of land, including trees
on the register of significant trees.

B. Owners should be able to remove any trees from their block, except trees on the
register of significant trees.

C. Owners should be able to remove any small trees from their block but not larger
trees with a canopy or on the register of significant trees.

D. Owners should not be allowed to remove any trees from their block.

E. I'm not sure

* People systematically remove small trees before they reach the size threshold for
canopy tree categorisation and so eventually there are no big trees. Choosing D is the


https://yoursay.boroondara.vic.gov.au/protecting-trees

strongest protection and removes uncertainty. If you cannot accept D, then please choose
C.

2. Would you like Council to explore ways to help protect trees through the Planning
Scheme? The Tree Protection Local Law would continue to apply until new protections for
trees are in place. PLEASE CHOOSE A

A. Yes
B. No
C. I'm not sure

Section 2: Using overlays to help protect more trees

In Victoria an overlay or planning overlay is a planning control that supplements a
Council’s planning scheme to manage development and land use. An overlay can address
specific issues like heritage, environmental concerns or infrastructure protection.

Proposing an overlay to better protect Significant Trees

3. Would you like Council to start the process of introducing an overlay to help protect
Significant Trees from removal, pruning or impacts from development? An Environmental
Significance Overlay is available to councils to protect outstanding trees due to their
history, age, type, contribution to local amenity, habitat or size. PLEASE CHOOSE A

A. Yes
B. No
C. I'm not sure

4. Do you have any comments about introducing overlays to help protect significant trees?
Your feedback will be considered by Council staff and Councillors to help decide whether
to start the process of applying for an Environmental Significance Overlay.

SIGNIFICANT TREES: PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SECTION BY SELECTING FROM,
AND REPHRASING, THE FOLLOWING CONTENT IN YOUR OWN WORDS. SHORT IS
OK.

Significant trees are typically our oldest trees. The ones we’ve grown up with, the
trees we see from our windows, the trees that provide hollows for wildlife and
shade for all of us in our gardens, parks and streets.

There are significant benefits for human health and wellbeing from living with these
large old canopy trees. Their value in helping us cope with heatwaves should not
be underestimated. There are also considerable financial benefits for the
community from these tree related services

People who have a significant tree on their property must be responsible for their
care and protection — but with Council support.




However, while some will celebrate the tree, others will dislike it and be fearful of
the damage it may cause if a limb comes down, if it falls, or if its roots get into
drains and footings.

Because of their age and size, significant trees are at risk from those who want to
prune them, remove them or who are unprepared to live with them. They need
protection.

Significant trees are large with a large canopy, have the greatest value but are
increasingly at risk from development. We must ensure they have the strongest
protection available. An ESO will help provide this protection.

The ESO must be accompanied by community education about the value of
significant trees and stronger fines. The current fines are insignificant and should
be increased in proportion to the value of the tree as determined by an appropriate
authority. Such systems exist elsewhere.

An ESO will help protect these valuable community assets — our significant trees.

Proposing an overlay to better protect canopy trees

5. Would you like Council to start the process of introducing an overlay to help protect
canopy trees from removal or impacts from development? A Significant Landscape
Overlay is available to councils to help protect trees contributing to the city’s biodiversity,
shade, neighbourhood character and privacy. PLEASE CHOOSE A

A. Yes
B. No
C. I'm not sure

6. Do you have any comments about introducing overlays as a way of protecting canopy
trees? Your feedback will be considered by Council staff and Councillors to help decide
whether to start the process of applying for a Significant Landscape Overlay.

CANOPY TREES: PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SECTION BY SELECTING FROM, AND
REPHRASING, THE FOLLOWING CONTENT IN YOUR OWN WORDS. SHORT IS OK.

Boroondara’s tree canopy faces its greatest threat ever from development, aging
and climate change. About 4000 trees have been lost from North East Link alone.

Knockdowns are proliferating. lllegal tree removals were at record levels in 2024.
And yet many people choose Boroondara to live in for its tree canopy which adds
considerable value to properties, provides shade and beauty.

Clearly, as well as planting new canopy trees, Boroondara needs to protect its
existing canopy. Boroondara residents must understand, through education, that a
condition of living in Boroondara is tree canopy protection. An SLO plus education
and stronger penalties for illegal removal will strengthen protection.

It is well known that there is a strong correlation between canopy cover and the
longevity and health of people who live in different parts of cities. For example, the




greener the place, the long people live, the healthier they are, the few prescription
drugs they use, the higher the birth weights of their babies, the lower the crime
rates and the lower their health costs to society.

If canopy cover continues to decline it will: affect general human health, fuel bills
(higher, particularly in summer), lead to higher local wind speeds, increase the
chances of local flooding and need for larger more expensive drainage, higher
local rates of heatwave illnesses and deaths, will see reduced passive recreation
(particularly in summer due to a lack of shade) with the ensuing obesity and
related health issues rising, reduced real estate values as a once green and leafy
suburb is lost, reduced rate income as property value falls, increased
developmental issues for children growing up in places with far fewer trees which
effects both children's health and learning outcomes.

An SLO will help protect this valuable community asset — our precious tree canopy.

Section 3: Defining canopy trees

We will need a set of criteria to determine if a tree is a canopy tree. This is usually based
on trunk size and tree height.

We are proposing a tree will be considered a canopy tree if it meets one of these 4 criteria:

1. a minimum 1.1 metres around the tree trunk (a circumference roughly the size of a
regular car's steering wheel) measured at a point 1.4 metres above ground level, or

2. if multi-stemmed, a total circumference of all its trunks of at least 1.1 metres
measured at a point 1.4 metres along the trunks’ lengths from the closest point
above ground level, or

3. a minimum trunk circumference of 1.5 metres measured at ground level, or

4. a minimum height of 5 metres and a trunk circumference of 0.5 metres or greater at
1.4 metres above ground level.”

*Reworded here to make sense and align with Vic Gov wording on page 23
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A — Trunk circumference of 1.1 metres (roughly the size of a regular car's steering wheel)
B — Vertical height


https://www.planning.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0017/744101/Townhouse-and-Low-Rise-Code-Guidelines-May-2025.pdf

7. What do you think of the proposed criteria? Select one. PLEASE CHOOSE B*

A. Make the criteria more restrictive so more trees require a permit for removal.
B. The criteria seems reasonable.
C. Make the criteria less restrictive so less trees require a permit for removal.

*Criterion 4 is new and means more trees would qualify as canopy trees. It would also be
OK to choose A.

Council will need to set a minimum distance between canopy trees and any building or
development works. Any building or development works proposed within this distance will
trigger a requirement for a planning permit.

8. What do you think of setting the distance between a canopy tree and any building or
development works as 4 metres? 4 metres is the distance for an established tree to be

recognised in the Victorian Government’s residential development standards. PLEASE
CHOOSE A*

A. Increase this distance so more works will require a permit.
B. A 4 metre distance seems reasonable.
C. Reduce this distance so less works require a permit.

*The “distance” referred to is the distance from trunk to building. The larger the distance,
the more permits will be required and potentially the more trees will be protected. Four
metres is the radius of the Notional Root Zone (NRZ) of the smallest Criteria 1 canopy tree
above (circumference 110 cm). Increasing the distance would protect larger canopy trees
with larger root zones. For example, a canopy tree with circumference 150 cm has a NRZ
of radius 5.7 metres. It would be best if the distance was tree-related rather than one size
fits all.
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