
Our 2030 Neighbourhood

Liz Irvin 
Transport planner 

Lighter Footprints – 17th April 2024



Let’s step outside our front door…



…and 
embark on 
the school 
run



Travel to School – Walking 

VISTA data 2012-2020



Travel to School – Riding a Bike 

VISTA data 2012-2020



Australian children are among the 
least active in the world – ranking 

140th out of 146 countries for physical 
activity.

Guthold, R. et al (2020). Global trends in insufficient physical activity among adolescents: a pooled analysis of 298 population-based surveys with 1·6 million participants. The Lancet Child & 
Adolescent Health

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352464219303232?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352464219303232?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352464219303232?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352464219303232?via=ihub
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2352464219303232?via=ihub


School traffic accounts for over 20% 
of the traffic in the morning peak 

period.

VISTA data 2012-2020



Children who walk or ride to school 
perform better on tasks that require 

concentration.

Goodyear, S. (2013). The link between kids who walk or bike to school and concentration. Bloomberg (accessed 15/4/2024)

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2013-02-05/the-link-between-kids-who-walk-or-bike-to-school-and-concentration


Children who walk or ride have better 
spatial awareness. 

Appleyard, Bruce (2016). The meaning of livable streets to schoolchildren: an image mapping study of the effects of traffic on children’s cognitive development of spatial knowledge. Journal of 
Transport and Health

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S221414051630233X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S221414051630233X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S221414051630233X
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S221414051630233X


Children want to walk or ride to school. 
When asked how they preferred to travel to 

school, 57% of students said by bike, 26% 
said walking and only 6% wanted to be 

driven.

Merri-bek City Council (2021). Open Streets trials: 2021 outcomes report. Accessed 15/4/2024

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/Moreland-Open-Streets-Trials-2021-Report_WEBFA.pdf


What would make it easier for you and your children 
to walk, scoot or ride their bike to school more often?

Merri-bek City Council, Ride and Stride program. Accessed 15/4/24

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/travel-smart/ride-and-stride/


What would make it easier for you and your children 
to walk, scoot or ride their bike to school more often?

Merri-bek City Council, Ride and Stride program. Accessed 15/4/24

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/travel-smart/ride-and-stride/


Open Streets

Merri-bek City Council, Ride and Stride program. Accessed 15/4/24

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/travel-smart/ride-and-stride/


Open Streets - results

 63% average rate of students walking, 
riding or scooting to school (2023) – a 19% 
increase. 

 90% of parents and local residents say they 
would like to see Open Streets held 
regularly in the future (53% say daily!). 

 In some cases, car traffic on neighbouring 
streets decreased by up to 74%. 

 The program has now been rolled out to 
11 schools across Merri-bek, with more to 
come in 2024.

“It’s a great initiative. As a nearby 
resident, I fully support it and love 

seeing the kids making their way into 
school without the congestion and 
near misses that car traffic brings.”

Merri-bek City Council, Ride and Stride program. Accessed 15/4/24

https://zerocarbonmerri-bek.org.au/travel-smart/ride-and-stride/


Can we do this permanently?



Modal filters

Bollards 
Sacred Heart School 

Yarra

Kerb extensions 
North Melbourne Primary 

Melbourne

Pocket park 
St Augustine’s Catholic Primary 

Maribyrnong



Benefits of modal filters - more trees

Clifton Hill Primary Abbotsford Primary North Melbourne Primary



Benefits of modal filters - more space

Essendon Primary School Albert Park Primary



Benefits of modal filters - better streets

Carlton North Primary School The Age article on Canning Street



Benefiting the wider community

Canning Street median – quiet, attractive, safe public space



How can this be done in 
Boroondara?



How to install a modal filter

 Any council has the power to implement a modal filter to conduct a “genuine 
traffic diversion experiment” (a trial). 

 This requires engagement with the community before and during the trial. 
 Trials can start off simply with bollards or planters to stop traffic. 
 If the trial objectives are achieved and there is community support, the modal 

filter can be made permanent



St Augustine’s, Yarraville



St Augustine’s, Yarraville



The impact of modal filters

Modal filter in 
front of a school

Children walking, 
riding and 

experiencing public 
space differently

Traffic calmed 
streets forming a 

safe travel network

More residents 
walking and 

riding

More community support 
for other sustainable 

transport measures (bike 
parking, car share, 

accessible public transport)

Normalising walking 
and ride for a 

whole generation

Space for trees, 
planting, water 
sensitive urban 

design

Shade, tackling 
urban heat island 
effect, reducing 

stormwater run-off

More sustainable built 
environment and an 

example to other 
councils



What will your school street look 
like in 2030?



Additional slides



Travel to school - Melbourne
Council Walking (%) Riding (%) Car (%)

1. Melbourne 39% 13% 39%

2. Port Phillip 38% 9% 42%

3. Yarra 34% 8% 45%

4. Nillumbik 30% 10% 53%

5. Maribyrnong 30% 8% 58%

6. Merri-bek 22% 10% 67%

7. Stonnington 27% 4% 55%

8. Glen Eira 29% 2% 65%

9. Darebin 21% 9% 65%

10. Moonee Valley 24% 2% 67%

Council Walking (%) Riding (%) Car (%)

Average 19% 3% 73%

15. Boroondara 20% 1% 74%

25. Kingston 8% 9% 78%

26. Hume 15% 0% 79%

27. Knox 13% 0% 85%

28. Maroondah 12% 0% 81%

29. Mornington Peninsula 8% 4% 81%

30. Cardinia 9% 3% 83%

31. Yarra Ranges 8% 2% 85%

Best performing schools Below average schools



Travel to School – Being Driven

VISTA data 2012-2020



Schools with modal filters



Implementation over time

Dalgetty Road in Beaumaris was a 
connector road in 1966

Sometime before 1976 a barrier was put in, which was eventually developed into a full 
road closure


