
VICTORIA’S BIG GAS CHALLENGE
What role should gas have in Victoria’s future?

Lighter Footprints welcomes to you to Victoria’s Big Gas Challenge - RSVP here 

7.30 Welcome and acknowledgements 
        Sarah Hegarty, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints

7.35 Minister Lily D’Ambrosio: the future of gas in Victorian homes and in Victoria’s energy transition 
- pathways and timings, different policy options, and support for electrification

7.55 Liberal and Labor policies compared - Lynn Frankes, Lighter Footprints Committee

8.00 Minister Lily D’Ambrosio in conversation with Jono La Nauze: discussing the 
         challenges Victoria faces in achieving a rapid and fair transition and acheiving its ambitious 
         emission reduction targets

8.15 Audience Questions
8.35 Thank you and Next Steps:  
        Jenny Smithers, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints

8.40 Refreshments and discussion                

•   Interested in electrification, decarbonising energy, energy efficiency, getting off gas?  
   Join Lighter Footprints Energy Transition Group here      

Minister Lily D’Ambrosio,  
Minister of Climate Change, Minister of Energy and Resources 
Minister of the State Electricity Commission
with Jono La Nauze,  
CEO, Environment Victoria

WHAT DOES THE EVIDENCE TELL US ABOUT GAS IN VICTORIA?

Every year we hear that Victoria is going to run out of gas, but this is not supported by the evidence 
Victoria produces more gas than it uses, large amounts are exported, putting upwards pressure on prices.  
Victorians are already using much less gas, and the Government has committed to a transition pathway. 
Instead of increasing production, demand reduction measures could further reduce gas use (52% by 2030,  
93% by 2045) forestalling gas industry projected shortfalls. Despite evidence that Victoria does not need new 
gas, offshore areas in the Gippsland and Otway basins have recently been opened for gas exploration.

An orderly transition from gas is better - and fairer - for all of us
As gas is phased out, households which keep their gas connections will face ever-steeper costs to maintain the 
stranded assets of gas infrastructure. Vulnerable groups are already impacted by health impacts and rising costs 
of gas, can’t afford to electrify, and require support to avoid being left behind.    

Going electric is better for our health and our energy bills  
SolarVic: Electrifying our homes increases resilience, lowers bills, protects our health  
Going off gas can save households up to $2,300pa.  
Burning gas in our homes causes 12% of childhood asthma, damages our 
respiratory , neurological systems and is associated with cardiac disease via PM2.5. 

Electrification measures would reduce costs and shortfall risks 

Click here for
event info page
with useful links

https://lighterfootprints.org/energy-transition-group/
https://lighterfootprints.org/victorias-big-gas-challenge/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/victorias-big-gas-challenge/
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap
https://www.solar.vic.gov.au/reasons-to-electrify-your-home
https://asthma.org.au/about-us/media/invisible-danger-gas-asthma-and-our-children/
https://thefifthestate.com.au/innovation/residential-2/cooking-with-gas-bad-for-the-planet-and-bad-for-your-health/
https://academic.oup.com/aje/article-abstract/169/11/1327/159993?redirectedFrom=fulltext&login=false
https://jtd.amegroups.org/article/view/5883/6190
https://lifecoursecentre.org.au/impact/energy-equity/
https://www.acoss.org.au/empowering-disadvantaged-households-to-access-affordable-clean-energy/
https://rmi.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/gas_appliance_equity_factsheet.pdf
https://energyconsumersaustralia.com.au/sites/default/files/2025-11/submission-doc-aemc-gas-networks-transition-consultation-paper.pdf
https://www.industry.gov.au/news/otway-basin-acreage-areas-opened-petroleum-exploration
https://ieefa.org/resources/reducing-demand-better-way-bridge-gas-supply-gap
https://australiainstitute.org.au/post/new-analysis-reveals-victoria-produces-more-gas-than-it-uses/
https://ieefa.org/australian-gas-and-lng-tracker
https://australiainstitute.org.au/post/victoria-really-doesnt-need-any-new-gas/
https://australiainstitute.org.au/post/victoria-really-doesnt-need-any-new-gas/
https://www.energy.vic.gov.au/renewable-energy/victorias-gas-substitution-roadmap

