
SUPERPOWER 2026
NEW INDUSTRIES, GREEN EXPORTS, EXTRAORDINARY OPPORTUNITIES!

Lighter Footprints welcomes to you to Superpower 2026 - RSVP here 

7.30 Welcome and acknowledgements 
        Jenny Smithers, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints

7.35 Simon Holmes à Court: Australia’s energy landscape, progress in renewables and           
         green exports while considering policy options for the year ahead 

8.05 Reuben Finighan: Embedding clean energy, Australia’s economic benefits and growth         

        potential - accelerating superpower industries in the post-carbon world  

8.30 Superpower industries and clean exports  
        Lighter Footprints questions

8.40 Audience Questions
8.55 Thank you and Next Steps:  
        Jenny Smithers, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints                
•   Interested in electrification, decarbonising energy, energy efficiency, getting off gas?  
   Join Lighter Footprints Energy Transition Group here      
  

 

Simon Holmes à Court,  
Energy Analyst, Superpower Insitute Director
Reuben Finighan,  
Research lead, Economic Pathways, Superpower Institute

   

CLEAN ECONOMY, EXPANDING GREEN EXPORTS

Australia has the resources and capacity to become a global leader in the post carbon economy. 
How can Australia accelerate a clean energy economy, powering good quality jobs, green exports and  
lower energy costs? How will Australia seize the opportunities of the post-carbon world?

The energy transition is accelerating and increasing resilience, not just nationally but also for households:

   • Renewables surpassed fossil fuels on the grid for the first time in the last quarter of 2025

   • Solar and wind with storage are the cheapest forms of energy, putting downwards pressure on electricity prices

   • Green, energy intensive exports can strengthen our economy and create future-facing jobs

   • The home battery program has been extended by an extra $5bn - with solar, reducing energy bills by up to 90%  

   • Electrifying transport reduces our reliance on vulnerable global supply chains, and substantially  
    lowers household transport running costs

Visit The Superpower Institute here  
Check out Dr Finighan’s work in new reports - Case for pricing carbon: reducing  
emissions, funds for health, education, defence and households 
New Energy Trade: increases export revenue 6-8 times while reducing global 
emissions by 6.7 - 9.6% (green iron/steel, aluminium, silicon/polysilicon etc) 

Find out more on our clean energy information page 

Click here for
clean energy page
with useful links

https://lighterfootprints.org/energy-transition-group/
https://lighterfootprints.org/clean-energy-progress/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/superpower-2026/
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/work/the-case-for-pricing-pollution
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/work/the-new-energy-trade
https://theconversation.com/election-diary-albanese-promises-30-discount-on-household-batteries-in-latest-energy-bill-help-253736#
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/dec/13/home-batteries-subsidy-overhauled-with-72bn-injection-as-australians-rush-to-take-up-discount
https://electricvehiclecouncil.com.au/docs/will-i-save-money-by-owning-an-electric-vehicle-in-the-long-run/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2022-03-21/calls-for-evs-to-wean-australia-off-foreign-oil-imports/100911930
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/the-opportunity
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-01-29/australia-hits-power-demand-record-as-renewables-pass-50pc/106280246
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/news/2025/july/2024-25-gencost-final-report


Lighter Footprints is committed to facilitating effective climate action. For over a decade,  
we have educated, advocated and brought people together in Boroondara and surrounding 
suburbs to inform the community and promote a clean energy future.
Lighter Footprints acknowledges the leadership and custodianship of the Wurundjeri people  
of the Kulin nations. We pay our respects to elders past and present.
Authorised by Lighter Footprints, Register No A0095302A, 12 Segtoune St, Kew Victoria

             lighterfootprints.org

@LighterFootprintsMelbourne

@lighterfootprints.bsky.social

Be part of our core team!

What role should gas play in Victoria’s future?
With Minister Lily D’Ambrosio 

VOTE CLIMATE
STATE ELECTION PUB NIGHT

VICTORIA’S BIG GAS CHALLENGE

Wed, April 29th 7pm - 9pm

Wed, April 22nd 
7.30pm - 9.00pm

The Elgin Hotel,  
75 Burwood Rd, Hawthorn 

Marwell Centre, 9 Marwell Ave, Balwyn Nth 

Minister for Climate Action, Minister for Energy and Resources 
Minister for State Electricity Commission 

https://lighterfootprints.org/event/vote-climate-pub-night-state-election-campaign-2026/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/urban-forests/
https://events.humanitix.com/does-a-battery-make-sense-for-me

