
SECURING ENERGY  
INDEPENDENCE

Lighter Footprints welcomes you to Securing Energy Independence, Tues 9 June - RSVP here 

7.30 Welcome and acknowledgements 
        Sarah Hegarty, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints

7.35 Tim Buckley: Director, Climate Energy Finance, an expert in green energy finance, markets & risk. 

         How does Australia pivot towards energy self-sufficiency in our transport, agricultural and  
         manufacturing industries and minimise our dependence on fragile fossil fuel supply chains?

7.55 Dr Monique Ryan MP - Independent Member for Kooyong
         Achieving energy independence from the Australian federal context      

8.15 Monique Ryan and Tim Buckley in conversation 
         Maintaining the momentum behind decarbonisation and the energy transition at a time of global 
         energy insecurity

8.35 Audience Questions
8.55 Thank you and Next Steps:  
        Jenny Smithers, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints                

•   Interested in electrification, decarbonising energy, energy efficiency, getting off gas?  
   Join Lighter Footprints Energy Transition Group here      

Dr Monique Ryan MP  
Independent Member for Hawthorn 
Tim Buckley  
Director, Green Energy Finance

   

RENEWABLE POWER HIT 51% Q4 2025

Abundant renewables are transforming the grid 
Australia is moving to a much cleaner grid, accessing world-leading solar and wind resources, offering solutions 
to our energy needs and reducing our vulnerability.
Large scale wind and solar, backed up by storage, can deliver 24/7 power generation and support the grid.

Renewable energy with storage is fast to build, least cost and puts downwards pressure on energy prices.

EVs are now top selling brands
ABC: Nearly 50% EV & PHEV, one in five of new sales are EV, with BYD investing heavily. 
Model Y is the first EV to top the new-car sales charts in May.
New research from Rewiring Australia (pp. 6, 39) finds that “driving an electric vehicle can save $1,500 per year 
in driving costs in 2025, or $2,500 with solar. Saving $17,000 over 15 years with upfront costs compared to a 
similar petrol car, or $35,000 charging with solar”.

Hormuz or homemade?  
Instead of spending $60 bn on overseas oil we could support rapid electrification  
including targeted EV purchase subsididies and still come out ahead with lowered 
energy costs, powering households and transport with the sun and wind (pp. 4, 16).   
Clean energy and clean manufacturing could expand our exports by six to eight times. 

We’re ramping up EVs, PV & battery storage for energy resilience 

Learn more 
about clean
energy and
Australian
energy
independence

https://lighterfootprints.org/energy-transition-group/
https://lighterfootprints.org/clean-energy-progress/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/securing-energy-independence/
https://www.abc.net.au/news/2026-06-03/electric-vehicle-sales-in-australia-hit-new-high-in-may/106754768
https://www.drive.com.au/news/australian-new-car-sales-in-may-2026-tesla-model-y-is-first-ev-to-top-vfacts-charts/
https://rewiringaustralia.org/report/the-electrification-tipping-point
https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/news/2025/july/2024-25-gencost-final-report
https://cleanenergycouncil.org.au/news-resources/more-renewables-powered-up-in-q4-2025-than-ever-before,-breaking-new-records-report-finds
https://rewiringaustralia.org/report/the-electrification-tipping-point
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/the-opportunity
https://www.superpowerinstitute.com.au/work/the-new-energy-trade
https://reneweconomy.com.au/wind-and-solar-generation-records-tumble-despite-drought-and-as-batteries-continue-to-ramp-up/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/understanding-whats-next-for-australias-main-electricity-market/
https://reneweconomy.com.au/arena-hails-grid-forming-inverters-as-another-big-battery-takes-shape/


Lighter Footprints is committed to facilitating effective climate action. For over a decade,  
we have educated, advocated and brought people together in Boroondara and surrounding 
suburbs to inform the community and promote a clean energy future.
Lighter Footprints acknowledges the leadership and custodianship of the Wurundjeri people  
of the Kulin nations. We pay our respects to elders past and present.
Authorised by Lighter Footprints, Register No A0095302A, 12 Segtoune St, Kew Victoria

             lighterfootprints.org

@LighterFootprintsMelbourne

@lighterfootprints.bsky.social

PROTECTING VICTORIAN FORESTS

STEP UP FOR VOTE CLIMATE!

 
Join our 
 State Campaign here! 
 

Tues, Aug 11th
7.00pm for 7.30pm - 9.00pm

Hawthorn Arts Centre 

Curtin University

Senior Lawyer,  
Environmental Justice Australia

A/Prof Philip Zylstra
Natalie Hogan

WE NEED YOUR SKILLS & IDEAS!
VOLUNTEER HERE

Click here to take action!
• Join a working group
• Give us your suggestions  

Support solar, storage, electrification 
Protect forests & green spaces 
Letterwriters, comms, local climate actiont    

https://lighterfootprints.org/event/protecting-victorias-forests-2026/
https://lighterfootprints.org/volunteer/
https://lighterfootprints.org/take-action/

