
PROTECTING VICTORIA’S  
FORESTS

Lighter Footprints welcomes you to Protecting Victoria’s Forests, August 11 - RSVP here 

7.30 Welcome and acknowledgements 
        Julia Croatto, Forests Working Group, Lighter Footprints Committee

7.35 A/Prof Philip Zylstra - renowned fire ecologist    What drives fire behaviour?
         Inappropriate burning can make forests more flammable - insights from close collaboration with 
         First Nations fire knowledge holders, and practical experience in fire management

8.00 Natalie Hogan - senior environmental lawyer, EJA
         Protecting forest country, defending environment groups, and what can we do about loophole logging  

8.20 Philip Zylstra and Natalie Hogan answer Lighter Footprints questions

8.30 Audience Questions via Slido       

With an election in November, what must our politicians do to stand up for nature?

8.45 Message from forests legend Bob Brown
8.50 Thank you and Next Steps:  
        Sarah Hegarty, Co-convenor, Lighter Footprints                
•   Interested in protecting forests, forest animals and neighbourhood trees?  
   Join Lighter Footprints Forests Working Group here      

A/Prof Philip Zylstra  
Curtin University 
Natalie Hogan  
Senior Lawyer, Environmental Justice Australia

   

LOGGING BY ANY OTHER NAME

Planned burns make forests more flammable 
Planned burns can increase the fire danger within a few years because of the pulse of regrowth that follows.  
Peer-reviewed research shows that mature, undisturbed forests have a lower risk of fire than those that have  
been subject to prescribed burns. - A/Prof Philip Zylstra submission to NSW Bushfire Inquiry

Planned burns impact human health, harm wildlife, and and destroy biological diversity.

Victoria’s timber mills are busier than ever, despite the native forest logging ban
On 1 January 2024 environmentalists celebrated the ‘end’ of industrial native forest logging, but two years later 
logging continues in a number of guises - read more in this EJA explainer here.
From April 2026 a program of mechanical thinning offers timber with “economic value” to Victorian timber mills. 
Forest Fire Management Victoria continues with “strategic fire breaks” work, with no monitoring or oversight. 
FFMV’s work is not subject to conditions to protect threatened species.

Standing up for our forests  
Victoria’s forests supply our water, are some of the most carbon dense in the world,   
and are home to iconic threatened species like the Leadbeaters possum.  
Support: Victorians for Nature, Environmental Justice Australia, Victorian Forest Alliance,   
Victorian National Parks Association, Kinglake Friends of the Forest and WOTCH 

Fire breaks? Clearing ‘debris’? Learn more about loophole logging!  

Learn 
more about
protecting
Victoria’s
forests

https://lighterfootprints.org/event/protecting-victorias-forests-2026/
https://lighterfootprints.org/forests-working-group/
https://lighterfootprints.org/protect-our-forests-from-planned-burning-and-loophole-logging/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/protecting-victorias-forests-2026/
https://files.dcu.nsw.gov.au/dpc/migration/bushfire-inquiry-submissions/0816-Philip-Zylstra-20200410.pdf
https://files.dcu.nsw.gov.au/dpc/migration/bushfire-inquiry-submissions/0816-Philip-Zylstra-20200410.pdf
https://www.uwa.edu.au/news/Article/2022/March/Old-forests-three-times-less-flammable
https://asthma.org.au/research/research-projects/wildfire-risk-reduction-assessment-framework-nicolas-borchers/
https://lakesentrancelandcare.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Bluff-Lucas-Report-95-Reducing-the-effect-of-planned-burns-on-hollow-bearing-trees-2016-1.pdf
https://envirojustice.org.au/one-year-later-native-forest-logging-vic/
https://envirojustice.org.au/get-involved/
https://www.victorianforestalliance.org.au
https://www.wotch.org.au
https://vnpa.org.au
https://kinglakefriendsoftheforest.com/get-involved
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-08174-6
https://victoriansfornature.au


Lighter Footprints is committed to facilitating effective climate action. For over a decade, we have educated, 
advocated and brought people together in Boroondara and surrounding suburbs to inform the community and 
promote a clean energy future.
Lighter Footprints acknowledges the leadership and custodianship of the Wurundjeri people of the Kulin 
nations. We pay our respects to elders past and present.
Authorised by Lighter Footprints, Reg No A0095302A, Suite 220, Tenancy 111, 793 Burke Road, Camberwell, VIC 3124.

             lighterfootprints.org

@LighterFootprintsMelbourne

@lighterfootprints_ 
 
@lighterfootprintsmelbourne

STATE ELECTION 2026
VOTE CLIMATE
CAMPAIGN
KICK-OFF

KEW CANDIDATES FORUM

KEW CANDIDATES FORUM

 

Sun, Sep 13th
3.00pm - 5.00pm

Canterbury Guide Hall 
1A Faversham Rd 

Get involved now!

and secure a clean, resilient future?

Kew High School Theatre

Hawthorn Arts Centre

Which candidates will help us save on energy bills 

Where do the candidates 
stand on climate? 

Thurs, Oct 22nd: 7 for 7.30pm - 9.00pm 
Moderator: Prof Eugenie Kayak 

Wed, Nov 4th: 7 for 7.30pm - 9.00pm 

Moderator: 
Jono La Nauze 

HAWTHORN
CANDIDATES
FORUM

https://www.instagram.com/lighterfootprints_/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC8PWjhl9R9umwg8AQInD3XQ
https://www.facebook.com/LighterFootprintsMelbourne
https://lighterfootprints.org
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/campaign-kick-off/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/campaign-kick-off/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/kew-forum-2026/
https://lighterfootprints.org/event/hawthorn-forum-2026/

