Our high-level views

* We believe that Victoria must meet or exceed its emission targets

* We oppose any new fossil fuel exploration in Victoria and want
seismic blasting banned

* We support electrification
* We want to see action to maintain our forests
* We want fairness

* We believe that Victoria should develop action plans to deal
with the consequences of climate change

Summary

Emissions Targets
We believe that Victoria must meet or exceed its emission targets

This would involve:

+ Creating policies addressing aviation, mining, maritime activities and agriculture,
setting emissions reduction targets for these areas

* Protecting our forests - ensuring that legislation is effective
* Improving the coordination of transition activities
* Making planning and analysis data publicly available

No new fossil exploration

We oppose any new fossil fuel exploration in Victoria and want
seismic blasting banned



CLIMATE POLICIES FOR VICTORIA: SUMMARY

Electrification
We support electrification

Why?
We support electrification, transitioning to renewable generation and transitioning to
renewable transport as quickly as possible for the following reasons:

1. Climate related

Victoria is already experiencing climate stress, and action needs to be taken quickly.

The major barriers to quick action are:

* The current regulatory framework and market incentives do not always align with consumer interests

* The current regulatory framework and market incentives do not always align with timely
decarbonisation

+ Resistance from political parties that believe that they can gain votes by adopting expedient policies
that are not in the best interest of the population

2. Economic

Wind, solar and storage are the cheapest form of electricity generation. Enabling a faster transition will
result in cheaper energy bills for Victorian residents.

3. Health

There are many adverse health impacts caused by pollution from transport and the use of gas in the
home. General health will improve as we transition away from fossil fuels, especially reducing diesel use
in urban heavy transit corridors and reducing gas cooktops in homes.

4. Energy Independence

Our transport industry is heavily dependent on imported fuel.
The era of cheap and plentiful gas is over.

Areas to focus on

There are a number of areas where we need concerted action to drive the transition.
These areas include:

* Transport

* Behind the meter solutions

+ Transitioning from gas both in the home and in industry

+ Demand management including the built environment

* The impact of data centres

 Transition for apartment dwellers and renters

Forests

We want to see action to maintain our forests including:

+ Ending native forest logging on public and private land by closing the loopholes that have
let it continue

* Implementing new improved models for parks and public land management

E We want fairness

We want to see action taken to bring all consumers along by providing solutions
for apartment dwellers, renters and low-income consumers

E Action on climate consequences

We believe that Victoria should develop action plans to deal with the
consequences of climate change

CLIMATE POLICIES FOR VICTORIA )




Part Two

Our Policies

The policies set out below are high-level policies. There are many interdependencies. In the policy
addendum we are more specific regarding what we would like a future Government to do.

2.1 Meet Victoria’s Emission Targets

Victoria has legislated net-zero by 2045, with
interim targets of 28-33% below 2005 levels by
2025, 45-50% by 2030, and 75-80% by 2035.
Victoria's net emissions for 2023 were 84 Mt
CO2-e, a 31% reduction from 2005 levels —
within the 2025 target range. That's genuine
progress.

The current framework is broadly sound — the priority
is accountability and competent execution, rather than
ever higher ambition-setting.

Victoria must develop policies to reduce emissions
coming from aviation, mining, maritime activities and
agriculture in order to meet these targets. We address
barriers to meeting the legislated targets and action
that we would like to see taken in Section 3.

2.2 No more coal and gas

Victoria must stop any new fossil fuel exploration
in Victoria, ban gas import terminals and stop
seismic blasting. Seismic blasting is particularly
damaging to marine wildlife.

2.3 Transport

The light vehicle transition is now accelerating

because of:

* Fuel uncertainty caused by the USA's wars

* Greater efficiency of EVs linked to falling
prices

* FBT benefits

We would like to see the Victorian Government
introduce a range of policies to support the recent
acceleration.

Australia and Victoria have been slow to provide
sufficient public chargers and regional Victoria, in
particular, is poorly serviced by electric vehicle charging
infrastructure for drivers, tourists and truck transport.

With 1 in 4 cars sold today being EVs and rental
companies upgrading their fleets, now is the time
to act.

Other areas of transport are similarly under-
supported and a new Victorian Government could:

Ensure that trucks and buses transition speedily.
Trucking companies now realise that electric is
economic (despite diesel subsidies) and a large
number of trucks are due to be replaced by 2030.

Promote active transport and improve public
transport

2.4 Transition to a renewable grid

Victoria should maintain and/or enhance existing policies
promoting the transition to a renewable grid.

This includes generation, transmission, distribution, consumer
energy resources, distributed energy resources, the gas
transition and energy efficiency.

Existing policies

While we do not believe that all existing policies are perfect,
many of them are good and they are supporting the transition.
Where policies can be improved upon, we recommend
developing improved policies and transitioning to them.
We strongly reject the concept of cancelling existing policies
unless they are replaced by stronger policies.

Fill in the gaps in existing policies

While there are many good existing policies, we would like to
see a future government address issues that, in our opinion,
have not received appropriate attention, including:

* Assistance to apartment dwellers, renters and low-income
households to share in the benefits of electrification

+ Ensuring that EV charging infrastructure is improved
(including adding infrastructure in rural towns)

+ Encouraging the establishment of EV charging infrastructure
for electric trucks

* Improving dissemination of relevant policy information and
guidance

+ Leading by putting solar and batteries in every public
school and hospital

Improve transition planning

There is a huge gap in coordination of activities with major
players often operating independently. It is our opinion
that we could deliver better solutions at a lower cost if the
streams of work were better coordinated.

Improved coordination can reduce duplication, avoid
unnecessary network investment and lower the overall cost
of the transition.

Make planning and analysis data publicly
available

Planning data should be publicly available wherever practical
to improve transparency and support evidence-based
decision making.

There are a number of community organisations that would
like to contribute to the transition but find that their efforts
are frustrated by the lack of available information. Data on
gas use, the gas network, and the abandonment of gas
connections as well as on EVs, electricity generation and
behind the meter activity is needed.
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Part Three
Focus Areas

These focus areas are addressed in the Addendum to this document but are raised here because of

their importance.

3.1 An emphasis on behind-the-meter
energy systems

This is an area that has already made significant
contributions to the transition.

1. Rooftop solar

Well over 4 million Australian households have already
installed rooftop solar. This has reduced energy costs
at these homes and delivered broader benefits to the
community through:

* Reducing National Energy Market demand and spot
price
+ Reducing network augmentation

* Reduced need for expensive, socially divisive new
transmission

2. Home batteries

The overwhelming success of the Commonwealth
Government Home Battery Program has encouraged
~500K households to buy home batteries in the year
since July 2025. These batteries are also delivering
broad community benefits as well as helping individual
homes with cost-of-living, energy agency and energy
resilience.

3. Behind the metre

A further emphasis on BTM improvements could go a
long way towards simplifying the transition and reducing
costs. A transition emphasising behind-the-meter energy
systems is fast, cost-effective and customer focused.

4. EV Pole chargers

Smart street pole based EV chargers to allow residents
in their own street access their own solar exports as if
they were behind the meter.

3.2 The built environment

We have a winter peak energy demand because
we build poor quality homes and we do not
maintain them.

With global warming now accelerating summer energy
demand will also increase to meet human comfort and
health criteria. The cost to the public health system of heat
related stress, deaths, illnesses and mental health issues
should be a driver for more resilient dwellings and
buildings.

We would like to see a greater emphasis on this area.

3.3 Energy efficiency

The transition to electricity should ensure that we
transition to more efficient appliances and technology.

We would like to see a further focus on energy efficiency
and reduced support for businesses that continue to
operate inefficient equipment powered by fossil fuels.

We support efficient electrification and not outdated,
non-competitive businesses.

It is also our belief that we should encourage improvements
to all industrial processes (not just those converting from
gas).

Our businesses must be efficient to survive.

3.4 Solutions for apartment dwellers, renters
and low-income consumers

Standards in rental properties should be improved focusing
on thermal efficiency and efficient electric appliances.

Lighter Footprints and Darebin Climate Action Now made

a joint submission on renewable and affordable energy for
apartments to the Legislative Assembly Environment and
Planning Committee in February 2026. This submission sets
out our recommendations and is summarised in the
addendum.

Minimum standards should be enhanced to ensure
occupant health and comfort can be maintained.

We would also like a focus on measures to help low-income
customers transition to improved properties.

3.5 Climate Adaptation

We understand that worldwide action has been too slow
to mitigate all the impacts of climate change.

We would like to see action plans to assist the public to
handle the consequences of climate change.

We have set out further detail on recommendations
concerning emissions targets and electrification in a

further addendum to this policy brief.
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https://lighterfootprints.org/wp-content/uploads/Lighter-Footprints-climate-policy-recommendations.pdf

Glossary

BESS

Battery Energy
storage System

This term is used for battery storage either in front of or
behind the meter

BTM

Behind the meter

This term is used for solutions (solar panels, batteries,
energy demand) that occurs behind the electricity meter — It
is invisible to the grid

CER

Consumer Energy
Resources

Consumer energy resources (CER) are the equipment and
technologies that households and businesses use to
generate, store, and manage electricity. They include:
rooftop solar

home batteries

electric vehicles (EVs) and EV chargers

connected appliances that you can control to run at
different times, like air conditioners and water
heaters.

DER

Distributed Energy
Resources

Distributed energy resources (DER) refers to often smaller
generation units that are located on the consumer’s side of
the meter.
Examples of distributed energy resources that can be
installed include:
e roof top solar photovoltaic units
¢ wind generating units
e Dbattery storage
e batteries in electric vehicles used to export power
back to the grid
e combined heat and power units, or tri-generation
units that also utilise waste heat to provide cooling
e biomass generators, which are fuelled with waste
gas or industrial and agricultural by-products.
e openand closed cycle gas turbines
e reciprocating engines (diesel, oil)
e hydro and mini-hydro schemes
o fuel cells.
Many of these technologies are not exclusively found
"behind the meter".

ICE

Internal Combustion
Engine

Refers to vehicles powered by internal combustion engines
— predominantly petrol and diesel vehicles

REZ

Renewable Energy
Zone

These are areas where renewable power is encouraged
because they have abundant sun and wind resources, are
close to existing power lines, and have populations large
enough to support and benefit from long-term industries.

Va2G

Vehicle to grid

This term is used to describe how a vehicle can be
connected to a home to provide power (like a home battery).

VEU

Victorian Energy
Upgrades

This is a Victorian program run to assist individuals to install
efficient appliances (predominantly electric) and to insulate
their homes.

VPP

Virtual Power Plant

This term is used to describe a number of home batteries
controlled by one operator. The VPP can enter the
electricity market and deliver solutions at scale.




