
Opposition 
climate policies
● Jess Wilson MP (or nominee) was 

invited to attend to explain opposition 
climate and energy policies

● So far climate change response is 
not mentioned in the Liberal Party 
stated policy priorities

● It appears that the Liberal Party does 
not have climate and energy policies at 
this time, although the Party has made 
some climate related media releases 

www.vic.liberal.org.au/policies

https://vic.liberal.org.au/policies


David Davis:
Shadow Minister for Energy and Emissions Reduction

● The Shadow Minister for Energy 
and Emissions Reduction, David 
Davis, has stated that the Victorian 
government is waging an 
“ideological war” on gas and has 
directly linked higher electricity 
prices with the renewables roll out.

● The Shadow Minister has 
concentrated on criticising Labour 
policies.

www.vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-05-regional-victorians-
short-changed-as-gas-supply-axed-in-10-towns
www.vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-17-statement-from-the-
shadow-minister-for-energy-and-resources

https://vic.liberal.org.au/policies
https://vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-05-regional-victorians-short-changed-as-gas-supply-axed-in-10-towns
https://vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-05-regional-victorians-short-changed-as-gas-supply-axed-in-10-towns
https://vic.liberal.org.au/policies
https://vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-17-statement-from-the-shadow-minister-for-energy-and-resources
https://vic.liberal.org.au/article/2025-08-17-statement-from-the-shadow-minister-for-energy-and-resources


The Opposition opposes key elements of the 
Victorian government’s Gas Substitution Roadmap

● Under Jess Wilson the Liberals 
are campaigning against 
Victorian electrification policies, 
particularly the shift to 
all-electric buildings.

● The campaign frames 
household gas as a matter of 
freedom and personal choice

● David Davis’ website states that 
gas appliances are cleaner than 
electric appliances in Victoria

www.vic.liberal.org..au/news/2026-01-06-liberals-and-
nationals-launch-ad-campaign-against-labors-gas-ban
www.vic.liberal.org.au/no-gas-ban/
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It is reported that the Opposition, if elected, would reduce 
tax concessions for renewables projects

● Currently renewables projects 
only pay 5.7c fire levy, a 
“discounted public benefit rate”.

● The Weekly Times reported on the 
25th March that the Coalition 
would raise this to the full 
industrial rate of $1.33 per $1000 
capital improved value, an 
increase of 2300%.

● David Davis has stated that this to 
treat all projects “even-handedly”.

Hunt, P. (2026, March 24) ‘Victorian renewable projects to
pay more fire tax under Coalition’, The Weekly Times, accessed
19 April 2026



The Opposition, if elected, would mandate audits 
of new energy developments

● The Opposition would mandate
independent audits as part of the 
approval process,considering 
economic and agricultural 
impacts.

● Agricultural impacts of energy and 
transmission projects would be 
assessed on a par with current 
environmental and cultural impact 
assessments.

● Farmers would be able to challenge 
renewables projects at VCAT. www.vic.liberal.org.au/media-releases/2026-02-12-liberals-and-

nationals-stand-up-for-victorian-farmers



Are native forest protections at risk? 

● The Opposition opposed the ban 
on native forest logging in 2024, 
concerned about job losses and 
whether plantations could meet 
demand.

● The Opposition opposed the 
creation of three new national 
parks, citing funding and 
recreational uses. 

● Native forests are very significant 
carbon sinks and important to 
Melbourne’s water supply. www.parliament.vic.gov.au/parliamentary-activity/hansard/ha

nsard-details/HANSARD-2145855009-26070
www.parliament.vic.gov.au/parliamentary-activity/hansard/ha
nsard-details/HANSARD-2145855009-32762
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Our view of Liberal climate and energy policies
● Climate Change is a massive challenge for the world to manage and Victoria 

must greatly reduce the use of gas if it is to meet its targets.  

● The Liberal Party has no clear climate change policy. If they want to 
represent the people they must have clear policies to manage emissions.

● These policies must be based on facts:

○ Firmed renewables are the cheapest for of electricity (ref CSIRO)

○ We must reduce our use of gas and this means electrifying 
homes and industry (where possible)

○ Emissions associated with gas appliances are higher 
than those associated with electric appliances.  Electric 
appliances are much more efficient.

○ Installing gas appliances now is an economic mistake.  Owners will 
face increasing distribution and transmission costs, volatile gas 
prices and, possibly reduced asset lives as the network is closed down.

● Media releases are used to attack the Labour Government.  They do 
not put forward any substantive policies.

www.csiro.au/en/news/all/news/2025/j
uly/2024-25-gencost-final-report
www.rewiringaustralia.org/report/castl
es-cars-technical-study
www.solar.vic.gov.au/sites/default/file
s/2025-10/Put-the-sun-to-work_
Electrification-guide_v2.pdf
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Jess Wilson and climate policies
● Prior to entering politics, Jess Wilson was Executive Director of Policy at the 

Business Council of Australia.

● In that role she led national work on energy and climate policy.

● The BCA's climate work during and immediately following her tenure was 
substantively ambitious. The BCA supported achieving a net zero emissions 
economy by 2050, setting out a proposed transition pathway and policy 
recommendations to enhance coordination across governments, regulators, 
industry and the community. 

● In October 2021, the BCA backed more ambitious interim targets, arguing that by 
moving faster and harder Australia could lock in first-mover advantages in 
industries of the future. 



What would it mean to reverse the mandated shift 
to all-electric homes and buildings?
● Electricity is more efficient and affordable for 

heating and cooking than gas.

● Moving Victoria towards all-electric buildings 
saves gas for industrial  and generation uses.

● Burning gas inside a home has health 
consequences:

AJGP: “for a child with current asthma who 
lives in a home with a gas stove, 30% of their 
risk of asthma is from the stove.”

Burning gas releases pollutants like NO2, 
formaldehyde and BTEX which impact 
respiratory, cardiac and neurological systems 

www.climatecouncil.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2021/05/Kicking-the-
Gas-Habit-How-Gas-is-Harming-our-Health.pdf
www.1.racgp.org.au/ajgp/2022/december/health-risks-from-
indoor-gas-appliances
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