
Protecting Victoria’s 
Forests

What can we do about logging loopholes?



We acknowledge the 
Traditional Owners of the 
lands and waters where 
we are each joining from 
and pay our respects to 
Elders past and present. 



Overview 

1. What’s happened

2. What needs to happen

3. What’s next 









Recommendations
1. Permanently protect Victoria’s native forests

2. Close logging loopholes 

3. Improve transparency and accountability for 
transition funding

4. Apply the lessons from Victoria in Tasmania 
and New South Wales

5. End federal government support for native 
forest logging



Legal logging loopholes

1. Logging on private land

2. Fire management activities

3. Salvage logging 

4. Forest Produce Licences

5. Interstate supply chains (e.g. importing 
native forest logs from Tas and NSW). 



https://envirojustice.org.au/publication/
submission-to-engage-victoria-on-the-
future-of-victorias-state-forests/



https://envirojustice.org.au/publication/following-the-money/



What’s changing?

• RFA exemption is ending. From 1 July 
2027, forestry operations in NSW, Tas and 
WA will be subject to the EPBC Act.

• State and Federal Governments are 
currently considering assessment and 
approval pathway options for after 1 July 
2027. 

• New environmental safeguards will apply, 
e.g. National Environmental Standards. 



THANK YOU
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