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5 June, 2025 

The Hon Steve Dimopoulos, 

Minister for Environment, Minister for Tourism, Sport and Major Events, Minister for 
Outdoor Recreation 

Dear Mr Dimopoulos, 

We are writing to you because we are concerned about Australia’s unique High-Country 
trees found nowhere else in the world – Alpine snow gums.  

Climate change threatens them in the form of bushfires so hot and frequent that their 
survival is at risk. We understand, for example, that more than 90 per cent of snow gum 
habitat in Victoria has been burnt at least once in the last 20 years, and often multiple 
times. (References 1 and 2) 

On top of this, they are also threatened by dieback because of infestation by the 
longicorn beetle.  

The following images show healthy alpine snow gums and alpine snow gums after fire.  

  

As far as we are aware, there is no coordinated program at the state government level to 
protect this unique species. Conservation agreements between the NSW Government 
and landholders designed to permanently protect 4200 hectares of priority snow gum 
woodlands and native grasslands, managed by the NSW Biodiversity Conservation 
Trust, could provide a useful model. (Reference 8) 

Furthermore, we note that Forest Fire Management Victoria has four planned burns 
located in the Alpine National Park. (Reference 6). Given the recent research findings, of 
Professor David Lindenmayer and Dr Phil Zylstra, that burning increases flammability, 
this practice may put snow gum communities at even greater risk. (References 4 and 5) 

Testimony from Aboriginal elders and the scientific measurement of fire scarring on  
remaining trees, confirm that the burning regimes of FFMV are inconsistent with the  
sustainable cultural burning practices of the traditional custodians across the state.   
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“Early European occupation of the mountains was based on the widespread 
use of fire to clear  land. This broad acre approach to burning was at odds 
with First Nations’ careful, localised use of  fire… ‘British graziers … cleared 
country using fire. The Snowgums tell the story: a seven-fold increase in fire 
scars...” (Research Centre for Applied Alpine Ecology, Reference 2)  

We strongly support the Snow Gum Declaration made by concerned citizens attending 
the inaugural Snow Gum Summit at Dinner Plain in February 2025. (Reference 9) 

We therefore ask you to lobby your government to 

1. Place an immediate moratorium on planned burns in the Alpine National Park 
and initiate a review in consultation with fire ecology experts such as 
Lindenmayer and Zylstra. 

2. Fund a scientific study to identify and prioritise snow gum woodland areas in 
need of urgent conservation. 

3. Develop a bushfire management plan tailored to protecting snow gum 
ecosystems, incorporating the best available science. 

4. Design and implement a control program for longicorn beetle infestation. This 
work is urgent.  

The work of John Morgan, Michael Shackleton and Zac Walker from the Research Centre 
for Applied Alpine Ecology at La Trobe University reveals that “Long-unburnt snow gum 
forests are now exceedingly rare, comprising less than 1% of snow gum forests in the 
Victorian Alps.”  (Reference 3) 

Victoria’s Alpine landscapes are critical for Victoria’s water security. They have special 
cultural value for Victoria’s First People, and are an especially beautiful part of the High-
Country landscapes for skiing, bushwalking, other alpine activities and tourism 
pursuits. 

We therefore call on you to lead and prioritise the conservation and protection of this 
increasingly threatened and iconic ecosystem.  

Yours sincerely 

Ray Peck 

Convenor of the Lighter Footprints Forests Working Group 

43 Haines St, Hawthorn 

0425 704 427 

  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1hzuQs2qBo7GyIO1Y0RWIyMK7lkLCjfZY/view
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About Lighter Footprints 

Lighter Footprints is a community group, based in Melbourne, committed to leading 
effective community education programs relating to the environment, biodiversity and 
climate change. Lighter Footprints has been operating for over 15 years, has a 
committee of typically 8-10 community members, several sub-committees and over 
3600 on its mailing list. Read more about Lighter Footprints here: 
https://lighterfootprints.org/about/ 
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APPENDIX 

Figure 1 shows the location of four planned burns in the Alpine NP including one in the 
neighbouring Tea Tree Range SF. These burns range in size from 53 hectares to 16,350 
hectares.
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The following maps (Figure 2) show the size in hectares, and the ID, of each of the 
proposed Alpine burns. 

 

HR-GBN-MAN-0099 
16,350 hectares 

GP-MAC-DGO-0034 
444 hectares 

GP-MAC-DGO-0035 
53 hectares 

HR-OVE-WHT-0043 
7664 hectares 

HR-OVE-MYT-0052 
12,258 hectares 


