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Hazard reduction burns reduce bushfire fuel loads, but the current approach is not working. Mick Tsikas/AAP

e As monstrous blazes overwhelm Australia’s south-east, the need for a national
bushfire policy has never been more urgent. Active land management such as

©  hazard-reduction burning and forest thinning must lie at the core of any such R T Lonorey otMstoe
policy. i

Rod Keenan
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Journal of Ecology 2012, 100, 958-968 doi: 10.1111/5.1365-2745.2012.01970.x

Tree cover—fire interactions promote the persistence
of a fire-sensitive conifer in a highly flammable
savanna

Clay Trauernicht', Brett P. Murphy'?, Talia E. Portner' and David M. J. S. Bowman'
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Landscape-scale experimental proof that tall wet Eucalyptus
regrowth burns more severely than mature forest

David MJS Bowman"' 7, Liu Zhao' =, Arko Lucieer*(", James M Furlaud' ©, Lynda D Prior
and Grant ] Williamson'
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Ecological Control Theory
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Comment on ‘Self-thinning forest understoreys reduce wildfire
risk, even in a warming climate’

Ben P Miller'"" (7, Joseph B Fontaine , Ryan Tangney""' (), Lachie McCaw" ), Miguel G Cruz
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5.6.1

Planned burns

There was evidence provided of where planned burns were successful in helping to
reduce fuel load and reduce the intensity of fires. For example, in Colac Otway, planned
burns helped to reduce the intensity of Carlisle River and Kennedys Creek fires.1® The
Victorian Government submission said:

At Kennedys Creek, the fire ran into a planned-burn area to the north, where reduced
fuels moderated fire behaviour to the point that crews were able to contain the fire.
Further north at the Carlisle River fire, earlier planned burns also moderated fire activity,
and assisted suppression efforts by supporting rapid backburning operations to be
conducted given previous preparation works.18

The submission noted similar success with planned burns at the Walwa fire undertaken
during 2021 and 2025, (and strategic fuel breaks) being ‘critical’ in supporting
containment efforts.186

In Taradale, a planned burn that occurred in 2022 was successful in slowing the spread
of a fire in Fryers Ridge.’®” This enabled ground crews to respond more efficiently,
spending less time containing the fire, and able to move on to the next event.
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THE PATH AHEAD




CLEANING UP THE HOUSE

We found that| suppression costs|per hectare decreased as the fire
area increased.

T A shift to backburning saves money per hectare, but costs more in|total

T Externalises costs to life, property and the environment

Florecet al2020 Cost of Suppressi&mcyclopedia of Wildfires and Wildlabdban Interface (WUI) Firesl S L Manzello (Springer Cham) ppc439



